
Mahabharata

plot

Part I: The Book of the Beginning

origin story

Vyasa

Bharata lineage

Shantanu
Chitrangada

Vichitravirya

Pandu

Pandavas

Arjuna Indra

Bhima Vayu

Yudhishthira Dharma

Nakula and Sahadeva Ashvins

Kunti

Madri

Dhitarashtra
Kauravas Duryodhana

Ghandari

Vidura

Bhishma

Yadavas

Drona

Drupada
Draupadi

Dhrishtadyumna

Karna

Pandavas exiled

Bhima has son with Hidimbaa

on return, gain half of kingdom
Khandavaprasthra, renamed Indraprastha

on the barren Khandava tract

all marry Draupadi

Arjuna goes into exile

sees Yudhishthira and Draupadi in quarters vow not to see each other sleeping with her

bangs

Ulupi

Chitrangadaa has one son

Subhadra

Krishna's sister

forcefully takes as bride

has child Abhimanyu

Draupadi is salty

five sons in five years

Khandava forest fire

Agni wants to consume forest Arjuna and Krishna fight gods to allow it

Varuna

keeper of weapons

gives

Arjuna
Gandiva bow

two self-replenishing quivers

Krishna
returning discus

great club

Vishvakarman
celestial craftsman

gives horse-drawn chariot with image of divine 
monkey

Part II: The Book of the Assemnly Hall

Maya
demon that Arjuna spares

builds Yudhishthira a great assembly hall

rajasuya sacrifice

Yudhishthira must do so Pandu can enter Indra's 
realm of light

need allies defeats Jarasandha of Magadha free 86 kshatriya princes

Yudhishthira becomes king of all kings

embodiments
Nara Arjuna

Narayana Krishna

prophecy after 13 years of suffering, there will be a great 
war

gambling

Durodhyana makes Dhitarashtra invite 
Yudhishthira to play a game of dice

Shakuni cheats on behalf of Durodhyana

Yudhishthira is possessed by the passion for 
gambling

Draupadi is dishonored and nobody speaks up 
for her

the Kauravas went too far and everything is 
returned

then Durodhyana persuades Dhitarashtra to call 
the Pandavas back to gamble for 13 years in 
exile

final year must be passed in society if recognized, repeat 13 years

Part III: The Book of the Forest

Durodhyana and Dhitarashtra are shitting their 
pants at home

sustenance Yudhishthira prays to Surya to feed companions

discourse on fate and free will

Yudhishthira

dharma

non-action as action

sticking to own principles

Draupadi
action over inaction

choice over fate

Arjuna's trek to the Himalayas weapons from

Shiva Pashupata, the ultimate destroyer

Yama (god of death)

Varuna (god of the ocean)

Kubera (lord of treasures)

Indra
takes him to his kingdom, Amaravati asked to make war against Nivatakavacha 

demons

sacred weapon, thunderbolt

Pandavas make a pilgramage Bhima
son, Ghatotkacha carries them up to the mountain where Arjuna is

meets Hanuman in the forest

Markandeya

Manu and the fish  chronicles history beyond the human lifespan

Hindu creation myth 

falling from virtue to sin

cycle of ages

Krita humans mingle with gods

Treta virtue diminished by a quarter

Dvapara vice and virtue mixed half and half

Kali where evil stalks the earth

met Narayana in child form absolute trust in Krishna

on being a good wife

Satyabhama asks how Draupadi keeps her 
husbands loyal

never angry

cast loving looks

husband as god

obedience to her husband

meeting needs, no matter how subtle 

through my devotion, they become devoted 

delight husband's senses

Duryodhana's capture

tries to flex on Pandavas

captured by ghandaras

saved by Arjuna Karna is salty swears not to wash his feet until he defeats 
Arjuna

Jayadratha kidnaps Draupadi Pandavas want to kill him

he is Duhshala, Dhritarastra's daughter's, 
husband

beat him

shave his head with only five tufts left

Savitri and Yama
walks with Yama and answers questions 
virtuously to win her husband back from the 
afterlife

Karna loses his armor

Indra takes it

cuts it off himself

asks for Indra's javelin

Dharma's test

Pandavas drink from pond and die

Yudhishthira answers yaksha's questions Dharma in disguise

promises they will not be recognized in their 
last year

Part IV: The Book of Virata

disguises in 13th year

Yudhishthira brahmin Kanka

Bhima cook Ballava

Arjuna transvestite eunich Brihannada

Nakula stablemaster Granthika

Sahadeva cattle station manager Tantipala

Draupadi maid Sairandhri

Kichaka assaults Draupadi

Bhima kills him Kauravas embark on a cattle raid

excuse: revenge of ghandara husbands
court wants to kick her out

13 more days

Part V: The Book of Perseverance

Arjuna defeats Kauravas

in disguise

prince Uttara as charioteer

Duryodhana fights insult hurts ego

princess Uttaraa marries Abhimanyu

context

caste system

Brahmana

Kshatriya

Vaishya

Shudra

Dalit

rishienlightened one

ashram
spiritual hermitage

monastery

asparasnymph or fairy

astragodly weapon

rakshasamalevolent beings

svayamvara

kshatriya bride selects husband

personal choice

public contest

asura
power-seeking beings

related to Devas

rajasuya sacrificeestablishes king's sovereignty

danavas
mythological race of asuras

portrayed as opposed to Hindu deities

Kali

aka Kalika

major goddess

time

death

destruction

ghandara

celestial beings

male divine performers

female divine dancers

demigods

musicians of the devas

world guardian gods

Indra

Yama

Varuna

Agni

diademcrown

moksha

absence of suffering

release from bondage to samsara

state of paripurna-brahmanubhava (oneness 
with Brahman)

themes

good and evil

envy

hubris

devotion

societal expectations

different castes have different dharmakshatriya dharma

virtue

wealth

pleasure

women's roles

devoted

subservient

pure

virtuous
through suffering 

saving others through love

style

frame narrativemulti-layered stories

the story tellers

the protagonists

side stories
written as prose

contrast verse of main narrative

dialogue and philosophical discourse

asking rishis and brahmans for advice

explaining actions and philosophy

Draupadi

Yudhishthira

Krishna

name modifiers Bhima
bull-like

wolf-belly

detached narratorclear favor toward protagonists 

brief introduction of allies

retelling choice?

unlike Iliad's ship catalogue

curious about how long this was oral tradition 
vs. written

in


